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Piyadasi appears also to have desired to
gain over to his measures, not only his
great ally, Antiochus, the Syrian, but also
the Macedonian prince, Antigonos, and
one of the Ptolemies of Egypt.* Still un-
satisfied with these general means of graft-
ing new opinions upon the prejudices of
the people, and of introducing Buddism
by means of missionaries and commerce,
into the empires of the east, the royal con-
vert, caused to be disseminated, by means
not liable to decay, the tenets he had him-
self so lately learned to venerate. On the
rocks of Girnar, and of Dhauli in Cuttack,
on the pillars, or lats, of Delhi and Alla-
habad, the king caused to be graven, edicts
containing the leading maxims of Buddism,
and thus published them to the people, in
the vernacular idiom, and in the most op-
posite parts of his great empire of India.
The edicts appear to have been in sub-
stance duplicates, but bearing various dates
subsequent to the consecration of Asoka.
* Ptolemy Philadelphia.